
The Reservoir Update - 2021

Brent Bellinger, Ph.D.

Environmental Scientist Senior

Watershed Protection Department

June 15, 2022



2021/2022Projects

ÅOn-going Projects
ÅReservoir monitoring ςAustin Lakes Index (ALI) 

of Lake Austin, Lady Bird Lake, Lake Walter Long
ÅLake Austin native plant restoration
ÅCollaboration with TPWD fishery monitoring
ÅZebra Mussel monitoring
ÅHarmful Algal Proliferation (HAP) monitoring
ÅWith added sites

ÅNew Projects
ÅLady Bird nutrient management toward HAP 

mitigation
ÅCollaboration with UT toward sediment bedform 

mapping and microplastic observations



Austin Lakes Index (ALI)

Current reservoir condition
ÅWater quality, sediments, 

aquatic vegetation generally 
above average

ÅBenthic invertebrates, 
habitat, eutrophication 
generally below average

Reservoir

Lake Austin Lady Bird Lake Walter E. Long Lake
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Temporal Trends
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ÅAlthough overall scores appear steady, sub-index 
components can have large variability
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Re-vegetation Efforts
ÅMacrophytesdoing well in cages in both 

reservoirs, thriving outside of cages in LBL
ÅMaintained existing pensin both reservoirs,added

newpensto Lake Austin


